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President’s Message
This issue highlights the annual County Store for our August meeting and
the Fall Show & Sale for September. A lot more is going as well, so look for
items about the Society’s current and future activities and related events in
the wonderful world of cacti & succulents.
Most imminent is the County Store, an annual event that will happen during
our August meeting (see p.8). Prepare
by looking
around your garden for plants and
related items that you are ready to
share, and that another member
could find “just right” for his or her
garden. The Country Store is fun, a
good opportunity to rearrange
ownership of garden items, and
last but not least a very good way
to raise funds to support the
year’s activities that we all
enjoy.
I’ll see you at the meeting and
Country Store!
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MBACSS Meets

Board Meets

Future Meetings

August 20, 2017

August 20, 2017
Board @ 11:00

Third Sundays
Veterans of Foreign
Wars, Post 1716
1960 Freedom Blvd.
Watsonville, CA

Gathering @ 12:00
Potluck @ 12:30
Program @ 1:00
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Members always
welcome to attend
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Minutes of the July Board Meeting
Recorded by Stan Verkler and Edited by Tom Karwin
Board Members in Attendance: Naomi Bloss, Tom Karwin, Sarah Martin, Linda McNally, Ruth Pantry, Gary Stubblefield,
Stan Verkler, Manson Waters
Board Members Absent: Jeff Brooks, Sharon Luchessi
Guests: Jorge Quinonez
Approval of Minutes: The board approved the minutes of the June meeting, as published.
Treasurer’s Report: Ruth Pantry presented the current financial report, dated July 1, 2017. Financial reports are available to
members upon request.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
• CSSA Report: No report in Jeff Brooks’ absence. Naomi Bloss reminded the board that the (very large) Intercity Show will be
held at the Los Angeles Arboretum, August 11-12-13, 2017. She will announce the event during the general meeting.
• Program: Sarah Martin summarized plans for programs for this year: July (today)–Kelly Griffin (Aloes); August–Country Store
(no Mini-Show); September–Peter Beiersdorfer ; October–Russell Wagner; November–TBA; December–Christmas Party (no
Mini-Show). Other plans are being developed for the early months of 2018.
Gary Stubblefield suggested that coordinating the mini-show categories with the plants discussed by each meeting’s speaker, and
broadening the selection of plants to be included, to encouraged greater participation by Novice and Intermediate members. This
approach will be referred to Jeff Brooks, mini-show planner.
Sarah Martin also raised the possibility of the MBACSS joining the San Jose CSS for January 2018 bus trip to the Huntington’s
botanical gardens. Sarah will report back to the board with details about this trip (e.g., cost/person, number of seats available).
• Sunshine Committee: No report in Sharon Luchessi’s absence.
OLD BUSINESS
• 2017 Budget: The board approved a budget for 2017. Budgets are available to members upon request.
• Education Contribution: Tom Karwin reported no progress on the Society’s 2017 Education Contribution to the UCSC
Arboretum’s succulent collection, to be provided in-kind. We are waiting for Arboretum Director Martin Quigley to specify
items needed for development of the succulent collection.
The Society has budgeted educational contributions of $1,000 per year, but for various reasons has not actually made
contributions in 2015 or 2016. Future budget discussions will include consideration of possible allocations of these funds.
• 2019 CSSA Convention: Gary Stubblefield reported no new information about the anticipated role of the Central Coast Cactus
& Succulent Society (CCCSS) as host of the 2019 CSSA Convention, or a possible co-hosting role for the Society.
NEW BUSINESS
• Fall Show & Sale Publicity: The Board focused on publicity, with the goal to increase attendance over the disappointing
turnout for the 2017 Spring Show & Sale. Sarah Martin showed her artwork for the postcard and flyer. The board approved;
she will have copies made for distribution at the August meeting.
Stan Verkler will buy postcard stamps, write a press release, and work with Sharon Luchessi on public service announcements
for local radio stations. Naomi Bloss reported that Steve McCabe has agreed to write another feature article for the Sentinel.
Social media (MBCSS website &Facebook page, Craigslist, etc.) also will be employed.
Adjournment: 12:00 p.m. (or a little later).

Travel Plans in the Works
The Huntington Botanical Garden (in San Marino) includes the Desert Garden, one the world’s largest assemblage of cacti and
other succulent plants. Society members who have seen the Desert Garden, or have not been there recently, may be interested in
joining in a bus trip in January of 2018. The San Jose CSS is planning this trip and has invited our Society to participate and to
share the transportation costs. We’ll have more information about this opportunity in future meetings, but interested members
should be prepared to make a commitment with the time comes. We anticipate that the limited seating will be claimed quickly.
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In Members’ Gardens

Garden Photos contributed by Society Members
Linda McNally’s Trichocereus spachianus (top) and a closeup of a blossom (bottom).

Fred Valentine’s Lobivia amblayensis (top) and
Tom Karwin’s etoliated Echeveria gibbiflora var. carunculata
(bottom; close-up on p. 1).
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July’s Mini-Show Winners

Reported by Stan Verkler, Photographed by Fred Valentine

Cactus: Melocactus

Succulent: Stapelia

Dish Garden
1— Dot Hurley—Haworthia & Crassula
Novice Cactus
(no entries)
Intermediate Cactus
(no entries)
Advanced Cactus
1—Stan Verkler – Melocactus

Novice Succulent
1— Dot Hurley
Intermediate Succulent
1—Pat Boylan – Stapelia
Advanced Succulent
1—Stan Verkler – Stapelia gigantea
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MBACSS Calendar for 2017
MONTH

PROGRAM

CACTUS MINI-SHOW

SUCCULENT MINI-SHOW

1/15

Jeff Moore’s New Book
Aloes and Agaves
in Cultivation

Any columnar cactus
must be 12" or taller

Aeonium

2/19

Martin Quigley: Future
Fantasy: The succulent
collection at the UC Santa
Cruz Arboretum

Mammillaria, Escobaria

Euphorbia

3/19

Brian Kemble: North East
Mexico

Rebutia (inc. Sulcorebutia),
Echinopsis (Lobivia)

Aloe

4/16

Robin Stockwell
New Book – Succulents: The
Ultimate Guide to Choosing,
Designing and Growing
200 Easy-Care Plants

Ariocarpus, Astrophytum

Haworthia

5/20-21

MBACSS Spring Show & Sale, San Juan Bautista

6/18

Naomi Bloss
Early Days of MBACSS

Ferocactus, Blossfeldia

Kalanchoe

7/16

Kelly Griffin: Agaves

Melocactus

Stapelia

è8/20

Country Store

9/17

Peter Beiersdorfer

Rhipsalis

Adenium, Pachypodium

10/15

TBA

Echinocereus, Parodia

Echeveria

9/30 & 10/1

No Mini-Show

MBACSS Fall Show & Sale, San Juan Bautista

11/19

TBA

12/17

Christmas Party

Opuntia, Opuntiads

Gasteria
No Mini-Show

RELATED EVENTS ELSEWHERE IN CALIFORNIA (AND BEYOND)
This calendar lists CSS shows & sales in central & northern California, major events in southern California, and CSSA events.
1/14
Desert Forum, Huntington Botanic Gardens, San Marino, CA
4/29–30

Show & Sale, San Jose CSS, Sunnyvale

4/29

Plant Sale, Huntington Botanic Gardens, San Marino, CA

5/6–7

Spring Show & Sale, Sacramento CSS, Sacramento

5/13

Annual Show & Sale, Santa Barbara CSS, Santa Barbara

5/20–21

Show & Sale, Carmichael CSS, Carmichael

5/27–28

Annual Plant Show & Sale, Central Coast CSS, San Luis Obispo

6/3–4

Summer Show & Sale, Fresno CSS, Clovis

6/10–11

Show & Sale, San Francisco CSS, San Francisco

6/30 – 7/2

CSSA Annual Show & Sale @ Huntington Botanical Gardens, San Marino

7/26–30

CSSA 37th Biennial Convention, Tempe, AZ

8/12–13

31st Annual Intercity Show & Sale at the LA Arboretum, Arcadia

9/2

Succulent Symposium, Huntington Botanic Gardens, San Marino, CA
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Designing with Succulents

By Tom Karwin, Reprinted from Santa Cruz Sentinel, August 11, 2017
Other books provide an encyclopedic resource or a botanical
analysis of succulent plants, but Designing with Succulents,
as its title indicates, focuses on design ideas for landscape
vignettes, plant combinations, and containers. The book
shows and describes exciting examples of designs from
public and private gardens in southern California, and
several other parts of the United States.

An avid gardener I talked with recently mentioned that he
and his wife are not at all interested in succulents. They have
none in their garden and do not intend to add any.
I wasn’t advocating succulent plants at that time, but I find
their preference to be puzzling. In fact all plants store
moisture to some degree; those we call “succulents” just
have more effective ways of managing during dry periods.

Among many other ideas, Designing with Succulents
demonstrates the aesthetic value of larger plants in the
landscape. Familiar good advice for adding plants to the
garden includes being aware of the plant’s mature size.
Buying only small plants minimizes expense, but filling the
garden with plants that will never grow into larger size
leaves the landscape with little drama or architectural
interest.

Given this perspective, we might consider the reasons why
many gardeners find succulent plants to be appealing and
others do not.
Some who don’t like these plants might think all succulents
are cacti with sharp points, and don’t want to be harmed. We
must respond with the old line that all cacti are succulents,
but all succulents are not cacti. Also, a few cacti do not have
sharp points, and a few succulents that are not cacti also
have sharp points. With simple precautions the gardener can
avoid being poked, and with study can appreciate Nature’s
strategy for some plants to defend themselves from hungry
predators. (Cactus spines are really modified leaves
designed to minimize moisture loss.)

Gardeners new to these plants will find both useful
information and inspiration in this book. Experienced
growers of succulents also will discover motivation to
explore possibilities for refining their gardens and
containers, and enjoying gardening with succulents.

Other gardeners who don’t like succulent plants might just
be unfamiliar with their great variety of forms, structures,
colors, landscape value, and unique qualities. For these
gardeners, an excellent introduction to succulent plants is
Debra Lee Baldwin’s new book, Designing with Succulents
(Timber Press, 2017). This book, due for release later this
month, is the completely revised second edition of Baldwin’s
2007 book of the same title.
Baldwin has organized her ideas about succulent plants in
six sections: essential garden design ideas; specialty
gardens; cultivation advice; descriptions of selected plants;
categorized lists of plants; and drought-tolerant companion
plants.
Each section includes the author’s solid information based
on her own gardening knowledge and inputs from other
experts, and excellent images from her own work and other
photographers. Baldwin brings a strong background of
garden writing and photography to this task, as well as
extensive experience in gardening. She is also a popular

Shopping for Cacti & Succulents
Here’s a recent announcement from Annie’s Annuals, which
offers unusual specimens both annual and perennial plants:

Here’s a list:

“Thanks to the guidance of Aloe whisperer and all-aroundgreat-guy Brian Kemble of the Ruth Bancroft Garden, we
have mastered the mysteries of Aloe germination and have
seven supremely special and unusual Aloes to offer!
Quantities are limited, grab one while you can!”
For information, visit Annie’s Annuals Special Aloes .
6

Hairy Green Aloe (A. tomentosa)
Wolkberg Aloe (A. vryheidensis)
Fan Aloe (A. plicatilis)
Cat’s Tail Aloe (A. castanea)
Grass Aloe (A. cooperi)
Tiger Aloe (A. variegata)
Nubian Aloe (A. camperi)
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Changes in the Arboretum’s Succulent Collection
In June of 2016, the Society partnered with the UCSC
Arboretum to convene a panel of cactus & succulent
specialists to recommend development of the Arboretum’s
Succulent Garden and succulent collection. The Society was
to reimburse the panelists’ travel costs, as may be needed. As
it happened, only a few panelists from out of the area were
able to attend and no travel expenses were requested.

“Just getting ready to rehabilitate the Echeveria House and
installing the viewing area was way more work that we'd
thought. Linda McNally has been pushing and working
extremely hard in moving this all forward, and now we've
had a good spell of student workers.
“The interior of the Echeveria House has been cleaned and
re-organized. The old lichen-encrusted shade cloth has
been removed and replaced. New tables and ground cloth
are next.

The panel met in September 2016, and Arboretum Director
Martin Quigley spoke to the Society in February 2017 about
emerging plans for the development of the succulent
collection. They included reorganizing the propagation and
research area (not ordinarily open to the public) and
improving the public displays of these plants.

“Repotting of the old collections is coming along. We really
do have some spectacular specimens. Meanwhile, all the
echeverias and other succulents have been cleaned and
labeled as well. Some have been planted out in the new
rock garden behind Norrie's.

These plans are still evolving of course, and we learned later
of an initiative to install Plexiglas panels on the public side of
one of the greenhouses, to facilitate public viewing of the
collection in a secure manner. This strategy reflects a design
at the Arid House at the UC Botanical Garden at Berkeley.

“We have designated the proposed viewing area and
cleared the outside of brambles, poison oak, and old piles
of stuff.
“I will soon lay out the dimensions for the viewing panels
and the walkway surface. This will yield a plan, materials
list, and budget. The entire cost will be several thousand,
so the generous MBCSS grant of in-kind materials will be a
substantial start!

The Society then offered to make an in-kind contribution of
supplies needed for this public viewing resource. This might
take the form of paying for large Plexiglas viewing panels.
Director Quigley recently emailed an informal report of
progress in the development of the succulent collection. Here
are his comments (edited for brevity):

“The Dudleya collection is also much improved. Stephen
McCabe has culled and cleared one of the two houses, and
is labeling and organizing his outside table. He's put in a lot
of time, and it shows.”

One of the worktables for plant propagation and the design
and creation of succulent wreaths for the Holiday Plant Sale.
We’ll soon have photos of the recently planted Rock Garden
and the development of the Echeveria House viewing area.

Overview of part of the succulent growing area. This nonpublic space is not exciting in appearance, but it is essential
for the ongoing development of the succulent collection.
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Things to Do with Cacti & Succulents
The Society’s Big Event for August is the annual Country Store!
If you have been to our Country Store before, you know that this is one of the most fun events of the season. It is a great
opportunity for you to share with your fellow members. Members are encouraged to donate plants that they think other
members would enjoy: cacti and succulents or perhaps a nice looking plant that needs a new home. Plants should be disease
free and something that other members would like to have.
The Country Store also includes plant-related items such as pots, garden décor, books, plant labels, and what-have-you.
Last of all bring desserts. Make certain that the deserts are individually wrapped.
Here is how it works. Separate tables will be set up for Cacti, Succulents, Other Garden Items, and Desserts.
Members and guests are invited to purchase tickets: $1 each (6 for $5) as a fund-raiser for the Society.
Participants drop their tickets in the canister for whatever categories they like. A volunteer for each table will draw tickets.
When your ticket is drawn, you are entitled to your choice of items on that table. Volunteer will continue to draw tickets until
all items have been chosen and the Country Store is done.
Members are encouraged to bring boxes, to transport their treasures home.
iii
September will have an unusual amount of activity related to cacti and succulents. Here’s your opportunity to plan ahead.
Late in the month but (of course!) Top of the List

2017 Fall Show & Sale, Monterey Bay Area Cactus & Succulent Society, Saturday, September 30th & Sunday,
October 1st.

This event will be in San Juan Bautista’s Community Hall, as in previous years. You will receive all the details at the August
meeting and by email, but mark your calendar now for a great selection of plants (and pots) for your garden. We will also
invite you to volunteer during the sale as an opportunity to add to the success of the Society’s principal fund-raising event.

Succulent Extravaganza, Succulent Gardens, Castroville, Friday, September 29th & Saturday, September 30th.
This annual two-day event presents a series of expert speakers on aspects of growing and landscaping with cacti and
succulents, plus the opportunity buy from a wide selection of plants. Online info at Succulent extravaganza Schedule.

Succulent Symposium, Huntington Gardens, San Marino. Saturday, September 2nd
Succulent experts from across the United States will discuss topics ranging from time-lapse photography of cactus blooms to
botanizing in South Africa. One of the program’s highlights will be a presentation by famed plant anatomist James Mauseth on
some unexpected adaptations in desert plants. $85. Registration: 626-405-3504. Ahmanson Room, Brody Botanical Center.

Santa Cruz County Fair, September 13—17
The Santa Cruz County Fair Floriculture Department is looking for volunteers. Each volunteer (4 hour shift), will receive a free
pass to attend the fair & a parking pass. It is a lot of fun. We are also looking for entries! From cut flowers, to dish gardens,
this is your time to shine. For more information contact Sharon Lucchesi, 831-688-8454. See you at the Fair!
For details, browse to https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/ and check on “Download Entry Guide”

Succulent Collection, University or California, Santa Cruz Arboretum, ongoing
The Arboretum welcomes volunteers for many aspects of operating a large public garden. Members of this Society are likely to
have particular interest in the succulent collection. Volunteers are needed for the care and management of plants that are
grown for public display, for sale during twice yearly plant sales, and for research and development. The volunteers also enjoy
making succulent wreaths for sale during the holidays. Here is a recent invitation in the Arboretum’s August Volunteer Update:
Note from Linda McNally and the Succulent Group: Succulent wreath making has begun! If you have any (succulent)
trimming you need to do in your garden it would be lovely and much appreciated if you could bring cuttings up to the
nursery to use for making wreaths and dish gardens. As you may already know, it takes a great deal of cuttings to
create a beautiful wreath. We can never have too many to choose from, and of course variety is always nice.
To get involved, contact Volunteer Coordinator Katie Cordes at cscordes@ucsc.edu!
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Officers and Chairpersons, 2017
OFFICERS
PRESIDENT — Tom Karwin
VICE PRESIDENT — Naomi Bloss
SECRETARY — Stan Verkler
TREASURER — Ruth Pantry
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR — Linda McNally
AFFILIATE REPRESENTATIVE — Jeff Brooks
DIRECTORS–AT –LARGE
— Gary Stubblefield
— Manson Waters
— Sharon Lucchesi
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT — Stan Verkler

CHAIRPERSONS
LIBRARIAN — Suzy Brooks
MINI-SHOW — Jeff Brooks
NEWSLETTER EDITOR— Tom Karwin
PROGRAMS — Sarah Martin
PUBLICITY — Sharon Lucchesi
RAFFLES — Gary Stubblefield
ROSTER — Ruth Pantry
SALE — Gary Stubblefield & Lynda Waters
SHOW—Naomi Bloss & Janet Sparks
WEBMASTER — Anita Crawley

Blossoms from Members’ Gardens
We invite MBACSS members to share their photographs of blossoms of their
cacti & succulents. Members often see pleasing blossoms on their plants, but the
blossoms are short-lived and not well timed for Show & Tell at our meetings. The
solution is to take a snapshot and send it in for publication in this newsletter.
With today’s automatic digital cameras, sharing your garden highlights in this
way does not require photography expertise, but follow these basic guidelines:
• For best light take the photo in the early morning or late afternoon.
• Fill the frame with your the plant or blossom.
• Hold steady!
This garden photo by Fred Valentine shows his Thelocactus in bloom. (This is a
re-run from the July issue, showing that we can use more photos from members.)
We also encourage you to share both your photos and your articles about
gardening experiences. This is your newsletter!

On the Dry Side
Monterey Bay Area Cactus & Succulent Society
http://mbsucculent.org

